
Dear Students, Faculty, Staff, and Alumni of the Charlotte School of Law: 
  
In the face of an extraordinary message from the political leadership of the Department of 
Education, we are writing to assure our students that the School will be open for classes 
this Monday, January 23 for the start of the Spring 2017 semester. We are continuing to 
work aggressively to protect our students’ rights.  As we said in our earlier statement, we 
are not holding our students’ education hostage to these negotiations.  
  
As you know, on December 19, 2016, the Department of Education decided to abruptly, and 
without proper cause, justification or the barest semblance of due process, end the 
Charlotte School of Law’s participation in the Title IV student aid programs.  We believe 
that the Department’s action, specifically substituting its judgment for that of the American 
Bar Association, which continues to accredit the School, is contrary to federal law and the 
Department’s own regulations. 
  
Since December 19, we have been working to protect the interest of our students. In 
particular, we have been negotiating with the Department to secure the payment of federal 
loan funds already awarded to many of our students for their education and find a path 
forward that affords protection and flexibility to all of our students affected by the 
Department’s reckless action. 
  
Until now, we have avoided public discussion of the details of those negotiations in the 
hope of facilitating an agreement. However, the extraordinary statement that the 
Department sent directly to our students yesterday no longer makes that possible.  
  
Perhaps the Department’s message represents the understanding of some Department 
officials. However, it does not accurately describe our negotiations, and it does not convey 
the way in which the Department’s position would deprive our students of the ability to 
continue their legal education.  
  
Students who received a Fall 2016 Direct Loan disbursement and are entitled to a second 
disbursement this Spring will be credited with the anticipated loan proceeds for their 
tuition and fees.  We intend to vigorously pursue our students’ rights to receive their 
additional loan disbursements with the new leadership of the Department and to ensure all 
of our students have the opportunity to complete their program.   
  
It is very important to correct several points in the Department’s statement that grossly 
mischaracterize our negotiations. We must also explain the potential impact of the 
Department’s planned actions on students of the Charlotte School of Law. 
  
The bottom line for the current leadership in the Department is that the School must 
immediately close. Students graduating in May would receive their Charlotte School of Law 
J.D. However, every other student would find himself or herself out of school at the end of 
May.  
  



3Ls scheduled to graduate in August or December and 2Ls with one year to the completion 
of their programs would face very, very limited options.  The Department’s intended 
treatment of our students is not acceptable.  The Department refers to a loan discharge as a 
benefit for these students, but getting a loan discharge does not give students back their 
two or three years of hard work. And students would have to give up their hard work since 
—and this is not mentioned in the Department’s statement—to obtain a discharge a 
student would have to agree not to use the credits earned at CSL to transfer to another 
school. 
  
The Department claims that the School of Law accepted this plan, and then reneged.  That is 
absolutely not true.  
  
After intense discussions, we accepted a two–page plan provided by the Department’s 
Office of Federal Student Assistance. This plan called for the School to enter into a teach-out 
with another institution and subsequently “close.” That is typical for a teach-out. But it was 
only when we received a seven-page proposed agreement from a different unit of the 
Department that we learned—as we explained above—that the Department’s intention 
was to allow our students to be taught out only until May, 2017. After that, the teach-out 
would end, and with it the legal education of most of our students.  
   
As soon as we understood the Department’s position, we vigorously objected. We told the 
Department personnel with whom we were negotiating that we would not agree to deny 
our students the opportunity to complete their program.  
  
We also very clearly informed the Department that its proposed path would not be 
permitted by the North Carolina agency that licenses non-public institutions of higher 
education seeking to operate in the state.  In fact, that agency has informed our local 
counsel in no uncertain terms that the form of teach-out the Department proposed, with 
Florida Coastal School of Law directly conducting post-secondary activity in North Carolina 
in place of the Charlotte School of Law, would not be allowed.  The planned teach-out—
regardless of duration—could take place only if we remained an active institution, 
delivering curriculum and awarding degrees under its license and in compliance with 
agency rules and standards under North Carolina law, albeit under the supervision of the 
teach-out school, Florida Coastal School of Law.  
  
We repeatedly reminded Department officials of this critical state law requirement. But 
instead of respecting the authority of the State of North Carolina to oversee post-secondary 
education within its jurisdiction, and instead of accepting the plan that was originally put 
forward by its own Office of Federal Student Assistance, the current Department leadership 
insisted on pushing on with its goal of precipitously closing the Charlotte School of Law, 
without regard for the harm that would cause our students.  
  
Throughout these negotiations, we have sought to ensure that our students would have the 
best opportunity to complete their program and earn a J.D. from the School. It is regrettable 
that the Department of Education leadership, in the very last days of its tenure, has chosen 
to jeopardize the future of all of our students.  



  
We are very proud of our students. Our graduates pass the bar, get good jobs, serve their 
communities, help diversify the legal profession and repay their federal student loans. That 
is why we will be open for the Spring 2017 semester on Monday, and why are working to 
ensure that our students have the opportunity and the resources they need to continue and 
to complete their legal education.  And that is why we will continue to fight aggressively for 
the interests of every one of our students when the new Administration takes 
responsibility for the Department on Monday, January 23rd. 
  
President Chidi Ogene and Dean Jay Conison 
 

 
 


